
Our Precious Countryside Gone – For Ever

Goss Croft Hall was full to standing room only on February 3 night for the meeting hosted by the Stop Lime Down steering committee – just as in Sherston Hall 2 days previous.
Many in the audience have been aware of the Lime Down Solar proposal, but the details outlined by the speakers, Sir Mike Pitt* and Prof Richard Skeffington*, left them stunned, shocked and outraged. Some were even in tears as they took on the enormity of the project on their doorstep.

The meeting was one of four in the week hosted by Stop Lime Down to update local residents on the solar scheme and to explain how to tackle the consultation feedback questionnaire.
Sir Mike set out the timetable explaining that we are at the second consultation stage in Q1 2025 where Lime Down developers are holding local meetings to brief residents  and to take feedback from them. It will also be an opportunity to ask them questions. Then follows the developers’ formal application to the Planning Inspectorate and then a lengthy examination of the application before it is either recommended or rejected by the Planning Inspector to the Secretary of State. However, of most concern to all is that the Secretary of State has recently approved schemes that Planning have rejected. It is his (Milliband’s) prerogative but alarming just the same.

Of even bigger concern to residents attending was Richard Skeffington’s presentation regarding the solar panels themselves – up to 4.5m high, that is the size of a double-
decker bus and a huge banner was displayed to bring this height to life. Panels, usually static, are planned to be tracking, moving with the sun with accompanying noise. And will any hedges grow 4.5m high to screen them?

Other noise worries will be from conversion units, 130 in the scheme, each the size of 7 shipping containers, with cooling fans creating noise, hum and water run-off. On top of this will be 33 kV substations, 25 of them 4m high and 3x 132kV substations 7m high covering 9000m² but nothing compared with the huge battery storage unit at Hullavington, 13m high covering 42,500 m². 

Further shock was evident at the description of the construction – 2 years – and the destruction of hedgerows as tracks are widened, with subsequent compaction and contamination of soil, as up to 104 HGV are visiting the site daily, let alone 500 workers on site in buses and cars. Questions were raised as to the suitability of our country lanes for this influx. Richard also briefed the meeting on the cable routes between the 5 sites and the link to Melksham (as wide as a football pitch) and pondered whether once the cables are in place there would be additional solar panel development to capitalise on the installation. He mentioned the flooding issue caused by so much concrete and hard surfaces affecting the delicate nature of the Gauzebrook and the Avon, recently experienced in local flooding after storm Bert.

A number of residents were quick to raise their concerns at the end of the presentation. What about safeguarding food production on our good agricultural land? What will happen to the sites after decommissioning – further development on a brownfield site? How can MP’s be lobbied to turn against such irresponsible developments? Is solar suitable? - no, the UK is the second lowest country in the world suitable for solar energy. Why not rooftops, not on land? Who gains from this development? - well the landowners, eventually, but the overall profit will go abroad and the electricity to the general grid, not locally. Tourism and landscape were flagged as an issue as the sites will be seen from a distance – Chipping Sodbury to Minety and in clear view of Malmesbury.

Understandably there were many more questions to be answered but the meeting was brought to a close by Hugh Roche who encouraged, nay exhorted anyone with concerns to attend the Lime Down meetings in February, ask questions and then list their concerns on their feedback questionnaire – to ‘have your say’, and who knows, make a vital difference.

*Sir Mike Pitt – former Chair and Chief Executive of the Planning Inspectorate
*Professor Richard Skeffington – Environmental scientist and hydrology expert



A packed hall at Goss Croft with the yellow banner showing the height of the proposed panels
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