Hullavington Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2025

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

Notes
1. The audit of accounts for Hullavington Parish Council for the year ended This notice and Sections1, 2 & 3 of
31 March 2025 has been completed and the accounts have been the AGAR must be published by 30
. September. This mustinclude
published. publication on the smaller
authority’s website. The smaller
authority must decide how tongto
publish the Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.
2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any local
government elector of the area of Hullavington Parish Council on
application to:
ClIr Jon Atkey, Temporary Responsible Finance Officer
(a) {a) Insertthe name, position and
11 vy Cou rt, F rog Lane address of the person to whom
. local government slectors should
Hullavmaton apply to inspect the AGAR
SN14 6RU
(b) 09:00 to 17:00, Monday to Friday {b) Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised
3. Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on {¢) Insert a reasonable sum for
payment of £3.00(c) for each copy of the Annual Governance & copying costs
Accountability Return.
Announcement made by: (d) Cllr Jon Atkey' Temporary RFO (d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice
Date of announcement: (e) 26 Septem ber 2025 {e) Insertthe date of placing of the
notice

Copies of this Notice and the Annual Governance & Accountability Return are also available on the
Council's website: www.hullavington-pc.gov.uk

www.pkf-l.com



Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowledge as the members of:

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

eans thal this authority:

1. We have put in place arrangemaents for effective financial prepared its accounting stalements fn accordance
management during the year, and for the preparation of with the Accounts and Audit Regulationis.
the accounting statements,

We maintained an adequate system of internal control
Including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper arrangements and accepled responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

M

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has

. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
complied with Proper Practices in doing s0.

that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Praclices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its

business or manage its finances,

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for / during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to

w

the exercise of eleclors’ rights in accordance with the inspect and ask questions about this authority's accounts.
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authorily and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting

considered and documented the financial and other risks:it
faces and dealt with them properly,

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures. to give an objective view on whether

records and control systems. internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised C/ responded to matters brought to its attention by interal and
in reports fmm internal and external audit, external aucdit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during the year including events taking place after the year
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on (/ end if relevant.
this authority and, where appropriale, have included them

in the accounting statements.

9. (For local councils only} Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit,

has met all of its responsibilities where as a body
corporate itis a sole managing trustee of a local trust
or frusts.

*For any statement to which the response is ‘no’, an explanation must be published

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given; ‘
and recorded as minute reference: Chalr ) ’
ST Clerk &\\\Qﬂ/\
Information required by the Transparency Code (not part of the Annual Governance Statement)

The authority website/webpage is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has Yes | No
been published.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 2 Page 5 of 6
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities



Hullavington Parish Council

Explanation to accompany Annual Governance
Statement 2024/25

During the financial year ended 31 March 2025:

1. The Council did not review its extant Standing Orders bringing them more closely
in line with the NALC model document as recommended in the Internal Audit
Report 2023-24.

2. The Council did not publicise all required documentation as set out in The
Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities as recommended in the Internal Audit
Report 2023-24.

Subsequently, the newly elected Council has acknowledged these oversights and
agreed at its meetings on 14 May and 11 June 2025:

1. to adopt the NALC Standing Orders — now updated and published on the
Council’s website;
2. to adopt the NALC Financial Regulations and to publish these on its website;
3. for the value for formal tender to be set at £25,000 excluding VAT; and
4. to make the following available on its website:
* Al approved and adopted policies, including the Risk Register
¢ All draft minutes and associated papers
* Allitems of expenditure above £100 by 1% July 2025

Signed by the Chair of Hullavington Parish !

]
C il : . |
ounci \ o L\/\/\ _

Signed by the Clerk of Hullavington Parish

Councit ?\Mﬁk '

Date of meeting where approval was given | [ GRS




Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

Hullavington Parish Council

{including charitable)

1. Balances brought ’ Total balances and reserves at the beginning-of the year

forward 88,942 86,950 as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Preoept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies 17,000 22,000 received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

received.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less

5,217 35,076 the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf

of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
11,737 12,525 employers NI eontributions, employers pension
contributions, graluities and severance payments.

5. {-) Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments 2419 22,909| made during the year on the authorily’s borrowings (if any).

6. (-) Al other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

10,053 60,619| book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward 86,950 47,973 equal (1+42+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 86,950 47,973 holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -

To agree with bank reconclliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
Jong term investments 58,184 54,346| up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assels 31 March.

40. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

22,364 0| from third parties (including PWLB).
Eor Local Councils Only
11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds | The Council, a boy corporte, acts as sole trustee and
(including charitable) is responsible for managing Trust funds or assels.
11b, Disclosure note re Trust funds The figures in the accounting statements above
exclude any Trust transactions.

1 certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller
Authorities — a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and
present fairly the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date: .

WS s 23S

as recorded in minute reference:

Qelas g

Signed by Chair of.‘the meeting where the
Accounting Statements were approved
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25
: ' /INGT N PARISH COUNCIL - Wi0128

Inrespectof .

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/quidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Retum (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The AGAR has not been signed in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015: it has not been possible to confirm that Section 2
was signed by the Responsible Finance Officer before approval as no date was provided.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

lin the prior year, the smaller authority was exempt from our review, thus we have not reviewed any evidence to support the prior year
comparatives on the AGAR.

The smaller authority has confirmed that it has not complied with the governance Assertion in Section 1, Box 7, but it has provided the appointed
auditor with an adequate explanation for non-compliance and details of the actions necessary to address weaknesses identified. This is
consistent with the Internal Auditor’s response to Internal Control Objective L.

We note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as it failed to make proper
provision during the year 2025/26 for the exercise of public rights, since the approval date was after the start of the period for the exercise of
public rights. As a result, the smaller authority must answer ‘No’ to Assertion 4 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26 and ensure,
that it makes proper provision for the exercise of public rights during 2026/27.

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2025.
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HULLAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Due to an administrative error, the External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25
contains the following incorrect note:

We note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as it failed to make proper|
provision during the year 2025/26 for the exercise of public rights, since the approval date was after the start of the period for the exercise o
public rights. As a result, the smaller authority must answer ‘No’ to Assertion 4 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26 and ensure|
that it makes proper provision for the exercise of public rights during 2026/27.

The approval date (11 June 2025) was in fact before the start (1 July 2025) of the period
for the exercise of public rights, as shown on the appended copy of the actual Notice.

As agreed with the External Auditor, the smaller authority will not need to answer ‘No’ to
Assertion 4 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26.

RE: WI0128 2024/25 AGAR Section 3 External ...

Becca Cooper <bcooper@pkf-I.co { © i i { 4 t ; ?
To jonatkeyhpc@gmail.com Fri 19/09

@ You replied to this message on 19/09/2025 15:41.

Essentially, once we have issued our External Audit Report, we cannotchange &
it unfortunately.

However, you can publish an explanation as to why we issued this ‘other’ matter,
and why it is incorrect - in this case, the previous Clerk provided the incorrect
dates and that we, as the External Auditor, were not aware of this prior to publish-
ing the report.

In this case, | do think it would be appropriate to publish the copy of the actual
notice as evidence.

For the nextyear, if you do not wish to tick Section 1, Assertion 4, as ‘No’, please
provide PKF Littlejohn with evidence (the copy of the actual notice) of the correct
Public Rights dates that we did not receive and this should be sufficient enough
to allow you to tick Yes if all else is correct as well.

I apologise for this inconvenience.
If you have any further queries, please feel free to getin contact.

Many thanks,
Becca

Becca Cooper | SBA Team
PKF



Smaller authority name: HuIIavington Parish Council

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &

ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

NOTICE

NOTES

1. Date of announcement 30 June 2025

(a)

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability
Return (AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by
Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd. The unaudited AGAR has been
published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor,
it is subject to change as a result of that review.

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the
accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating
to those records must be made available for inspection by any person
interested. For the year ended 31 March 2025, these documents will be available
on reasonable notice by application to:

(b) Sharon NealClerk and RFO
60 Andrews Close

Chippenham

SN14 0TX

07807 723609

commencing on (c) __Tuesday 1 July 2025

and ending on (d) ___Monday 11 August 2025

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

e The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

e The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor
under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO'’s Code of Audit Practice
2015. The appointed auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
15 Westferry Circus

Canary Wharf

London E14 4HD

(sha@pkf-l.com)

5. This announcement is made by (e) Sharon Neal

(a) Insert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before
the date in (c) below

(b) Insert name, position and
address/telephone number/  email
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
other person to which any person may
apply to inspect the accounts

(c) Insert date, which must be at least 1
day after the date of announcement in (a)
above and exactly 30 working days
before the date appointed in (d) below

(d) The inspection period between (c)
and (d) must be 30 working days
inclusive and must include the first 10
working days of July.

(e) Insert name and position of person
placing the notice — this person must be
the responsible financial officer for the
smaller authority




